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The AESOP Sustainable Food Planning Group is thriving. The number of 
registered members has grown from about 100 in 2015 to 146 in 2017. 

The group uses an official group list registered with JISC, the platform of 
email discussion lists for the Education and Research community. So far 

this list contains 250 people, i.e. included young professionals and PhDs.  
Food planning is a growing field of practice, research and education. 

Because of its multi-functional character, food is an ideal medium through 

which to design sustainable places, be they urban, rural or peri-urban 
places. The group welcomes academics and practitioners. In fact the 

mixed constituency is perceived as one of the strengths of this group. 
Food planning is a multi- and interdisciplinary cause, that is why 

membership is not limited to planners. In fact the majority of the 
participants is recruited from a range of disciplines such as health, agro-

ecology, (landscape) architecture, sociology and economics. 
This report identifies the group's theme, sketches the aim and lists the 

major achievements. 
 

Theme 
With global population predicted to reach 9 billion by 2050 and the degree of 
urbanization reaching 70%, questions of food security and sustainability are 

gaining increasing prominence among food researchers and practitioners. For 
planners, attention to food production in urban and regional contexts has become 
centrally important. Because of its multi-functional character, urban food 

systems are an ideal medium through which to discuss and design sustainable 
urban structures and places. In recent years, multifunctional urban agriculture 

and systemic approaches have emerged as important topics in debates on the 
future of urban food systems, and its numerous different forms and divergent 
character in the North and South make it an issue rich for contextualisation and 

debate. 
 

Aim 
AESOP's Sustainable Food Planning thematic group (SFPG) aims to bring 

together academics, policy-makers and practitioners from an international 
audience and provide a forum for discussion and development of sustainable food 



systems. Fashioning a sustainable food system is one of the most compelling 

challenges of the 21st Century.  
 

Conferences 
November 14 an 15 the Eighth SFPG Conference 'Re-imagining Sustainable Food 

Planning, building resourcefulness: food movements insurgent planning and 
heterodox economics' was held at the Coventry Research Centre for Agro-
ecology, Water and Resilience. The conference attracted some 170 visitors 

predominantly from Europe. The book of abstracts contains 120 abstracts. 
Selected papers will be published online in the Conference Proceedings or in a 

special issue of a peer reviewed journal. The organizers received very positive 
feedback from the participants in the closing session of the conference. It was a 
major success. 

We have decided to consider making the conference bi-annual, with the aim to 
have more time to make it a transformative event, with stronger links with the 

local context, and possibly stronger engagement of local actors. We are in 
contact with two potential hosts for the 2019 event. 
The PhD and Young Professionals group (PhDYP) has been extraordinarily active. 

The group organized no less than three webinars and two group meetings within 
a time span of a year.  

Webinars organised in 2017 in cooperation with LeNotre Institute: 
1.    30th of January 2017. Research methodologies I: Action Research. With 
guest speakers Dr Mary Brydon-Miller and Dr Esther Veen (see attachment), 

number of 20 (24 preregistered) attendees  
https://aesopsfp.wordpress.com/2nd-webinar-action-research-january-2017/ 

2.    29th  of June 2017. Research methodologies II: Scientific Publishing - How, 
when and where to publish? Dr Rositsa T. Ilieva, number of 15 (+20 
preregistered) attendees 

https://aesopsfp.wordpress.com/3rd-webinar-publishing-in-scientific-journals-
june-2017/ 

3.    1st of November 2017. The Future of food: Indoor Farming current trends 
and future perspectives, Prof Dr Leo Marcelis and Dr Jan Willem van der Schans, 

number of 35 (70+ preregistered) attendees  
https://aesopsfp.wordpress.com/4th-webinar-indoor-farming-november-2017/ 
The webinars will continue in 2018, already in preparation February 2018 and 

will occur every 3-4 months. 
 

Workshops: 
1.    23-24 March 2017. Making, Measuring and Rethinking sustainable food 
systems.. Program consisted of skill training, paper presentations and field trip. 

2-day Workshop at Georg-Simmel Centre for Metropolitan Studies, Berlin, 
Germany (see attachment). Program consisted of skill training, paper 

presentations, master class with Dr Kathrin Bohn and field trip. 
26 participants 
https://aesopsfp.wordpress.com/berlin-2017-making-measuring-and-

reworkshopsthinking-sustainable-food-systems/ 
2. 12th of November 2017. 1-day side event at 2017 AESOP SFP Coventry 

conference  
Program consisted of skill training and master class with Kevin Morgan.  
25 participants 

https://aesopsfp.wordpress.com/coventry-annual-conference-2017/  
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Website and mailing list 
A JISC mailing list opened January 2017. It has searchable 

archives: https://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/cgi-bin/webadmin?A0=AESOP-SFP-GROUP. 
So far we have registered 250 subscriptions. We have also created a website 

which works as a repository of the publications we produce at each conference. 
Link: https://aesopsfp.wordpress.com/. This complements the existing blog, 
hosted by the AESOP association. We are still in the process of retrieving all the 

past documents, and uploading the conference proceedings and links to 
publications from previous events, and will continue to do so over the next 

months. However, we need to cover the costs of buying archival space, and a 
domain (to increase the searchability of the website), and to this aim we look 
forward to this year's AESOP contribution.  

The PhDYP group initiated two user groups on social media as a platform to 
exchange information know-how, papers or seek help and create a community of 

young minds that is dynamic and collaborative. Since then the groups showed a 
consistent growth. 
Facebook (100 members): 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1200341306661975/ 
LinkedIn (80 members): https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6817875 

AESOP weblog is continued by the secretary in order to inform a wider 
constituency about the ins and outs of the food community within AESOP. 
 

Institutional developments 
This year dr. Coline Perrin has given up her seat in the board. Two new members 

have been appointed, i.e. dr. Radu Mircea Giurgiu and Caroline Brand. The only  
member of the board elected by the registered participants is the chair. 

Next to the board operates a group of "mentors", featuring all those who have 
played a role in the board of this group.  Mentors will be listed on the website, 
and will be available to mentor younger scholars (including participating to 

specific training events), depending on their area of expertise and time 
availability.  

  

Outreach 
We have experimented the role of regional outreach coordinator (with 4 people 

appointed in March 2017), and we will keep exploring ways to engage scholars, 
practitioners and policy makers further, and to find ways to make knowledge 
usable and accessible. As part of this goal, the very aim of our bi-annual 

conferences is to create bridges between communities engaged in changing the 
food systems from very different perspectives. We have decided to ask the local 

coordinators to regularly feed news to the secretary, to coordinate a newsletter 
for the group.  
Our thematic group is in regular contact with neighbouring organisations such as 

LeNotre, ECLAS and Agriculture in an Urbanizing Society. 
 

 
Dr Chiara Tornaghi 
Chair, AESOP "Sustainable Food Planning" thematic group 

http://www.aesop-planning.eu/blogs/en_GB/sustainable-food-planning  
Group's website: https://aesopsfp.wordpress.com/call-for-papers/ 

 
Research Fellow in Urban Food Sovereignty and Resilience 
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Centre for Agroecology, Water and Resilience (CAWR) 

Coventry University, Ryton Gardens, Wolston Lane, Ryton, CV8 3LG 
T (mobile) +44 (0)7557 425 355;   

T (landline) +44 024 7765 1683;  
E-mail: chiara.tornaghi@coventry.ac.uk  
Webpage: http://www.coventry.ac.uk/research/research-

directories/researchers/dr-chiara-tornaghi/ 
   

 
 
Dr. Arnold van der Valk 

Secretary of the AESOP Sustainable Food Planning thematic group 
Prof. Em. of Land Use Planning 

Wageningen University  
Amsterdam Institute for Advanced Metropolitan Solutions 
private: Van Reigersbergenstraat 492 

1052 WG Amsterdam 
cell phone: +31 6 27 15 92 87 

e-mail: a.vdvalk@chello.nl 
website: https://www.wur.nl/nl/Personen/prof.dr.-AJJ-Arnold-van-der-Valk.htm 
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